CURRICULUM VITAE

Despite her youth, María José Pérez has had a long artistic career. She has received some of the most prestigious flamenco awards, such as:

· Premio Nacional Antonio Chacón (Antonio Chacón Nacional Award). XVIII Festival de Arte Flamenco (Flamenco Art Festival) of Córdoba, Spain.
· Finalist of the Niña de los Peines Award, XVIII Festival de Arte Flamenco (Flamenco Art Festival) of Córdoba.

· Winner of the VI festival Jóvenes Flamencos (Young Flamenco Artists) of Seville, March 2005.

· Finalist of the XVII Flamenco Art Festival of Córdoba in 2004.

· MELÓN DE ORO Award in 2003, XXIV Festival Internacional de Cante Flamenco (Internacional Flamenco Singing Festival) of Lo Ferro, Murcia, Spain.
· Winner of the VI Festival Nacional de Jóvenes Flamencos (National Young Flamenco Artists festival). Antonio Fernández, nicknamed Fosforito, was awarded as the best cantaor in Calasparra, province of Murcia. July 2003.
· Winner of the Concurso Nacional de Saetas (National Saeta Competition) of La Unión, province of Murcia. April 2003

· Best cantaor under 22 in the Yunque Flamenco Competition in Barcelona, Spain. 2003.

· Winner in the cantes básicos (basic cantes) section of the XXIII National Competition Melón de Oro in Roldán, province of Murcia. August 2002.
· Finalist in the XLII Festival Internacional Cante de las Minas (Las Minas International Singing Festival) of La Unión, province of Murcia. August 2002.
· Second prize winner in the group C of the I Concurso de Arte Flamenco (Flamenco Art Competition) of Mijas, province of Málaga. August 2002.
· First prize -shared- in the XXIII Certamen muestra de flamenco (Flamenco Contest) organised by the flamenco and cultural peña of La Línea, province of Cádiz. July 2002.
· Winner of the XIII Concurso Nacional de Cante y Baile Flamenco Estepona Cantaora (Estepona Cantaora National Flamenco Singing and Dancing Competition) of Estepona, province of Málaga. July 2002.
· Winner of the VII Concurso Villa de Frigiliana (Competition of Frigiliana) of Frigiliana, province of Málaga, Spain. June 2002.
· Second prize and grant in the II Certamen de Tarantas (Taranta Festival) organised by the Cristina Heeren Flamenco Foundation and El Corte Inglés (one of the largest department store chains in Spain). Almería, May 2002.
· Winner and award to the best granaína in the V Concurso Regional de Cante Flamenco (Regional Flamenco Singing Competition) organised by the Padul Antonio, nicknamed El Colorao, flamenco peña. Granada, June 2001.
· Third prize and grant in the II Certamen de Granaínas (Granaína Festival) organised by Cristina Heeren Flamenco Art Foundation and El Corte Inglés. Granada, June 2001.

· Winner of the II Concurso de Saetas Roquetas de Mar (Roquetas de Mar Saeta Competition), Roquetas de Mar, province of Almería. April 2001.

María José Pérez has played with the most important flamenco artists of the moment, for instance La Macanita, El Chocolate, José Mercé, Carmen Linares, Maite Martín, Arcángel, etc. The most important performances appear below:
· Recitals in countless flamenco peñas around the Spanish regions, such as Andalusia, Madrid, Barcelona, Valencia, Murcia, Cáceres, Badajoz, Ávila, Alicante, Guipúzcoa, Vitoria, Ciudad Real, etc.
· DIÁLOGO DEL AMARGO play, by Mario Maya. This production is directed by the Andalusian Agency for Flamenco Development. For two months the play was performed daily in the Alhambra of Granada. It has also been performed in the Festival of Mont de Marsan, in the 2005 Biennial Exhibition of Malaga, in the Festival de la guitarra 2006 (2006 Guitar Festival) of Córdoba, etc.
· She has presented her show in a lot of festivals, for example: MAGNO DE FONDON FESTIVAL -Almería-, ANNUAL FLAMENCO FESTIVAL OF TOULOUSE -Toulouse, France-, CANTE GRANDE FESTIVAL OF EL VISO DEL ALCOR –El Viso del Alcor, province of Seville, Spain-, FESTIVAL DE LA NARANJA (ORANGE FESTIVAL) of Brenes –Brenes, province of Seville-, PIPIRRANA FLAMENCA -Mancha Real, province of Jaén, Spain-, EL FLAMENCO MÁS JOVEN EN LA CASA ENCENDIDA CONCERT -Madrid-, FLAMENCO SINGING FESTIVAL OF COLMENAR -Málaga-, ALMERÍA FESTIVAL -Almería-, SAN PEDRO DEL PINATAR FESTIVAL -San Pedro del Pinatar, province of Murcia, Spain-, TARANTO FESTIVAL -Madrid-, CANTE GRANDE FESTIVAL OF MARBELLA -Marbella, province of Málaga, EXALTACIÓN DE LA SAETA (SAETA FESTIVAL) of Almería, INTERNATIONAL FLAMENCO FAIR OF SEVILLE…
· María José Pérez has represented the province of Almería many times, such as in the 2006 Seville Biennal Opening Ceremony entitled Andalucía, el flamenco y la humanidad , Circuito en Cataluña (Tour around Catalonia) organised both by the Spanish Federation of Andalusian Cultural Bodies in Catalonia (in Spanish, FECAC) and the Andalusian Confederation of Flamenco Peñas (in Spanish, CAPF), Circuito (Tour) around eleven towns in the province of Seville organised by the Diputación de Sevilla (Seville County Council), Circuito (Tour) in the town of La Torre de Don Fabrique, province of Seville, Circuito Ganadores de Concursos de la Región de Murcia (Competition Winners in the Spanish Province of Murcia Tour), I Encuentro Internacional de Peñas Flamencas (First International Flamenco Peñas Conference) in Estepona, province of Málaga, Series of concerts Cantar de la mujer in Seville, Series of concerts Cien años de flamenco en Almería,etc.
· María José Pérez has also appeared on some local, regional and national TV shows; one of the most important has been the program Flamencos shown on Canal Sur – the Andalusia regional TV channel-. 
Concerning María José’s discography:
· Nuevas voces de la saeta almeriense (New voices of the saeta from Almería) feat. Montse Pérez.

· Winners of the VI and VII Andalusian Young Flamenco Artists competition.
María José has combined with her artistic career a three year degree in Logopedia -speech therapy- at the University of Granada.
